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in his devotion first to his emperor and later to the poor. In his modesty, he 
is free from the problems of those who have tasted power. The rare excellence 
of his musicianship delicately iplics the superiority of his life over those 
involved in political conflict. 

The translator, ir. Uraiatsu, tells us in a note how the author has never 
been influenced by Western litcrature: "..eehis background and technique as a 
writer have been shaped ¢xclusivecly by the traditions of Japanese classical 
literature on which he draws entirely for his models and sources." Here, then, 
we think, is a book that is thoroughly Japanese. But the translator apparently 
fecls this will be too Japanesc. “He condenses, and excises ".mch that is sig- 
nificant and of great interest’ to’a Japanese audience familiar with the histori- 
cal setting." This is too’bad. An occasional footnote on historical or liter- 
ary background would surely make a close translation palatable to Westerners. 
There arc, it is truce, a great host of muses in the book as it stands (Mr. Ura- 
natsu gives us helpful maps and family trees, and might have added a list of 
principal characters) but anyéne with average experience of Russian novels can 
keep the nanes straight enough." In this book where complexity is of the es- 
sence, it is a pity we do not gét it all. But the English is, in gmeral, very 
good. The author will presumably co on to finish thc whole story of the Heiké, 
and we can hope the sane translator will cive us the rest, even if he does con- 
tinue to simplify. > 


White Plains, New York RUTH ap ROBERTS 
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WHOTICE 


This issue, published July 1957, shoulc have appeared in lurch. There will be 
- ‘three more issues this year. 
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